Franz (Ferenc) Weisz biography

Ferenc (hereinafter referred to as: Franz) Weisz was born in Budapest on August 2, 1893 and completed his
training as a pianist and composer at the Liszt Academy in Budapest in 1914. He was the brother of Simon Weisz
In 1920 he settled in Amsterdam with his brother Simon Weisz, where he married Henriétte Roos in 1925. On
December 24, 1932, Franz Weisz was naturalized as a Dutch citizen. The couple divorced in 1934, after which
Henriétte moved to France and after the war to New York.

Franz Weisz gave piano lessons at home and also had an appointment at the Amsterdam Muzieklyceum from
1938 to 1940 as assistant to pianist/teacher Alexander Borovsky. He formed a piano duo with Olga Moszkowsky;
in 1938 they gave the Dutch premiere of Scaramouche by Darius Milhaud.

Franz Weisz refused to go into hiding: "Hey, I've never been involved in politics, so I'm not interesting." In the
spring of 1943, Franz was arrested in his home at 74 Deurloostraat in Amsterdam by the German occupiers and
taken to the Hollandsche Schouwburg and deported to Camp Westerbork. On January 18, 1944 he was deported
to the Jewish ghetto Theresienstadt. From Theresienstadt he was deported to Auschwitz on September 28, 1944,
where he was brutally murdered by the Nazis on September 30 at the age of 51 in the gas chamber.

His brother Simon Weisz survived the occupation and died in 1980.

The names Franz (Ferenc) Weisz and Philippine de Ploeg are inextricably linked. Not only because they liked each
other, had children together and were both very popular in the family circle, but also because they both had to
follow the same fateful road at the same time, from Amsterdam via Westerbork and Theresienstadt to Auschwitz,
where both were murdered shortly after each other. According to a survivor who returned shortly after the war,
the two lived together and were seen in Theresienstadt. When Franz was put on a transport to Auschwitz,
Philippine indicated that she wanted to follow him, not realizing, not knowing where he was transported to. So,
the Nazis took her on the next transport to Auschwitz.

The name Franz Weisz lives on with his daughters, second cousins and their children and grandchildren. His life
and name is not forgotten!

Franz (Ferenc) Weisz composer

Until 2009, only opus 1 to 3 of the composer Franz Weisz were known: work from the years 1913 to 1924, printed
in Hungary and handed over by Weisz himself to at least one student: Niek Verkruisen Azn. Verkruisen initiated
research into the work of his former piano teacher, which ultimately, with the help of biographer Annette de
Klerk, led to the publication, in 2008, of all biographical data and piano works known up to that time. This bundle
has been sent to all persons and agencies who have been helpful in the investigation.

On January 19, 2009, the Leo Smit Foundation organized the 100th Uilenburger Concert (Uilenburger Synagogue,
Amsterdam). The program, consisting mainly of recently recovered works by Jewish composers who died in the
war, included the Suite fir Klavier (opus 2, 1922) by Franz Weisz, played by Marcel Worms.

During his stay in the Netherlands, Franz Weisz continued to be involved with music, and then specifically with
the piano. In 1928 he performed as a pianist at the opening of an exhibition at the Stedelijk Museum in
Amsterdam. In the thirties he regularly gave concerts in Amsterdam. In 1938 he was appointed assistant to the
Russian pianist Alexander Borovsky. He assisted him in giving a so-called master course at the Amsterdam
Muzieklyceum. In addition to playing, Franz Weisz was also involved in composing. When Franz Weisz was
deported to Westerbork on 25 May 1943, it turned out that he could still keep himself busy with music there. He
was promoted by the commander from garbage man to pianist. Some wings were even restored for him. On May
27,1944, he accompanied the Czech violinist Karel Frohlich in a sonata program in Theresienstadt.

Three piano works by Ferenc Weisz were published in 1929 by the publishing house Rozsavolgy from Budapest. It
is:

Concertetude op.1 nr.1 (1913 dedicated to Stephan Tomka) - Concertetude op.1 nr.2 (1918) -

Piano suite op.2 (I Traum - Il Tanz - lll Idylle -IV Arabeske) (1922 dedicated to Dirk Schafer) -

Nocturne op.3 nr.1 (1924 dedicated to Stephan Toman)

Concerto Tude op.3. nr.2 (1924 dedicated to Stephan Toman)

The Music Library of the Muziekcentrum voor de Omroep (MCO) in Hilversum holds these works.



Franz (Ferenc) Weisz
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Autograph from a book November 25, 1931



Franz Weisz (left) and brothers Simon en Dori Franz Weisz from Amsterdam ID card

Family photo with parents and siblings taken in Budapest around 1926. Franz Weisz at top right.
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Stolperstein placed on March 2, 2013 at the Deurloostraat 74hs in Amsterdam
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Exhibition 'Forbidden music and persecuted composers' Amsterdam City Archives June 4, 2015

Franz Weisz

Boedapest, 1893 ~ Auschwitz, 1944

& Uiy o de foms, ca V925

In 1920 vertrok Franz Weisz vanuit het sterk
antisemitische Hongarije naar Nederland. Al snel
vond de virtuoze pianist aansluiting bij het
Amsterdamse muziekleven, Zijn muziek werd
gewaardeerd om zijn ‘warmbloedige, natuurlijk
stromende klanken’. In 1925 werd hij lid van het
Genootschap van Nederlandse Componisten en in
1930 werden zijn eerste werken gedrukt bij een
beroemde Hongaarse uitgeverij. De Nocturne
ademt de traditie van Liszt. Weisz droeg dit stuk op
aan Stephan Tomka, zijn leraar in Boedapest en
voormalig leerling van Liszt. Eind mei 1943 werd
Franz Weisz opgepakt en naar Westerbork
afgevoerd. In Theresienstadt gaf hij nog
uitvoeringen. Op 30 september 1944 werd hij in

Auschwitz vermoord.
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Three piano works published in 1929 by the Budapest publishing house Rozsavolgy



An Herrn Dirk Sdifer.

2
SUITE FUR KLAVIER.
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Copyright 1929 by Rézsavdlgyi & Co, Budapest.
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Movement from a composition by Franz Weisz



peas )

ergin- |
tegenaanval OV i
htﬁ- zware verliezen .

vincie Castellon) tot een

jdag 11.Maart 1938 — DE TELEGI

BOROVSKY'S ASSISTENTEN AAN|
HET MUZIEK-LYCEUM.
. :

Jo Goudsmit en Franz Weiss
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ALS reeds medegedeeld is Alexander Bo- |
i rovsky, de yermaarde pianist, bereid gevon-
‘] den om, te beginnen met dit jaar, aan het Mu-
ziek-Lyceum een meestercursus te geven. In
| overleg met den kunstenaar zijn tot zijn assi-
Jo Goudsmit en Franz Weiss.
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MEANING CODES

XXIV/2: Arrived in Theresienstadt on 20-01-1944.
797: Administration number.

Ek-1486: Deported to Auschwitz on 28-09-1944.



Biography written by Annette de Klerk for the website of the Leo Smit Foundation

Ferenc ( Franz) Weisz
Budapest, August 2nd 1893 / Auschwitz, September 30, 1944

A Synopsis about his life

Born in Budapest August 2nd 1893, Franz Weisz studied piano at the "Landes-
akademie with Stephan Tomka and composition with Karoly Agghazy (1855-
1918).

In 1919 followed his appointment as teacher at the "Budapester School".
During a concert tour he stayed behind in Amsterdam in 1920/21.

October 17, 1925 he married Henriette Roos (born July 15, 1903) and divorced
April 20, 1934. Henriette Roos, paintress, studied at the "Rijksacademie" at
Amsterdam and went after the divorce to Paris and 20 years later to New York.
Franz Weisz lived in Amsterdam until his deportation in August 1943 and was
a Dutch citizen since December 24, 1932.

Information from newspapers indicates concert activities in Amsterdam

and The Hague between 1927 and 1938. Very interesting was a piano-duo
concert in Amsterdam by Franz Weisz and Olga Moskowsky on April 8, 1938
performing the Dutch premiere of Darius Milhaud's "Scaramouche" (1937).

March 1938 Franz Weisz was appointed at the Amsterdam Muzieklyceum as
assistent to the renowned pianist Alexander Borovsky. Some of his pupils
were: Jaap Drielsma, Martzen Wilman, G.Wortman, N.J.Verkruisen Nzn ,
Niek Verkruisen Azn , Hans Reichenfeld.

Some of Franz Weisz compositions for piano have been performed at several
concerts.

His last Amsterdam address was Deurloostraat 74, where he lived with Evalina
Cardozo (born August 6, 1902) who died in Sobibor on May 28, 1943.

From this address he was taken on May 25,1943 to concentrationcamp
"Westerbork" in The Netherlands. Niek Verkruisen's father, Mr.A.W.Verkruisen,
pianodealer and friend of Franz Weisz was able to see him at "Westerbork".
Showing the scars on his hands from working at the rubbish dump he told
about his "promotion" from trashman to pianist in the orchestra.

September 14, 1943 Franz Weisz was transported to Theresienstadt (Terezin).
In "Music in Terezin" by Joza Karas, a violin / pianorecital on May 27, 1944,
by Karel Frohlich and Ferencz Weisz was mentioned.

September 28, 1944 Franz Weisz was transferred to Auschwitz, where he was
murdered 2 days later.

His presently known piano compositions are listed on a previous page.
(and included in this documentation )

Paul de Haan, son of Debora Weisz-De Haan; grandson of Franz Weisz
Juli 2023



