
Philippine de Ploeg 
Philippine de Ploeg was born on December 28, 1885 in Amsterdam. She was a dressmaker by trade and later also 
worked as a housekeeper. She was unmarried and the niece of the brothers Simon and Franz Weisz. Her mother 
was of Hungarian descent and her father Dutch. All were full-blooded Jews. The brothers Simon and Franz were 
Hungarians and fled from Hungary to Amsterdam in 1912 because of anti-Semitism in their native country. 
Philippine was close to the two brothers who were her cousins. She had four children in the 1920s: Fani, Debora, 
Jules and Betti. Jules was the son of Simon and Debora and Betti the daughters of Franz. This has been shown by 
later DNA research in the family. It is not clear who Fani's father was, but most likely Franz as well. The four 
children were registered as Reformed at birth in Amsterdam. 
In March 1943, Philippine was arrested in her home at Lekstraat 50 II in Amsterdam by the German occupiers and 
taken to the Hollandsche Schouwburg. On 20 March 1943 she arrived in camp Westerbork. She was then 
temporarily moved to camp Amersfoort and placed back in Westerbork. On 18 January 1944 she was deported to 
the Jewish ghetto Theresienstadt. On the deportation list, there is the note: "Juedische Elternteile aus nicht mehr 
bestehenden Mischehen mit halbarischen Kindern." From Theresienstadt she was deported to Auschwitz on 
October 9, 1944, where she was brutally murdered by the Nazis on October 11 at the age of 58 in the gas 
chamber. 
Franz Weisz was murdered just two weeks earlier on September 30, 1944 in Auschwitz. Simon Weisz survived the 
occupation and died in 1980. 
Her four children all survived the Holocaust and all had children who in turn had children who also had children. 
This is how Philippine and her name De Ploeg lives on in her numerous descendants. Her life and name are not 
forgotten! 
 
The names Philippine de Ploeg and Franz (Ferenc) Weisz are inextricably linked. Not only because they liked each 
other, had children together and were both very popular in the family circle, but also because they both had to 
follow the same fateful road at the same time, from Amsterdam via Westerbork and Theresienstadt to Auschwitz, 
where both were gassed shortly after each other.  
According to a survivor who returned shortly after the war, the two lived together and were seen together in 
Theresienstadt. When Franz was put on a transport to Auschwitz, Philippine indicated that she wanted to follow 
him, not realizing, not knowing where he was transported to. So, the Nazis took her on the next transport to 
Auschwitz. 
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Stolperstein placed on March 2, 2013 at Lekstraat 50 II in Amsterdam 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Briefkaarten uit 1943 aan dochter Debora vanuit Kamp Westerbork  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Explanation of the names in the letters: 
Debicam = Daughter Debora = Dora 
Fanikam = Daughter Fani 
Bettike = Daughter Betti 
Bruder = Son Jules (admitted to Sanatorium at the time) 
Simon = Simon Weisz 
Cor = fiancee of daughter Fani (Member of the collaborating Dutch fascist party NSB at the time) 

 
Letter from Philippine to her children from camp Westerbork, 19 May 1943

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Letter from Philippine to her children from camp Amersfoort, 25 May 1943

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter from Philippine to her children from camp Amersfoort, 8 June 1943 

 

 



Archive card Philippine de Ploeg Municipality of Amsterdam

 
 
 
 

Archive Family card Philippine de Ploeg Municipality of Amsterdam

 



 
Archive document Ghetto Theresienstadt 

 
 



 

 
MEANING CODES 
XXIV/2: Arrived in Theresienstadt on 20-01-1944. 
551: Administration number. 
Ep-1086: Transported to Auschwitz on 09-10-1944. This was the last transport. 

 
 
 
Paul de Haan, son of Debora Weisz-De Haan; grandson of Philippine de Ploeg and Franz Weisz.  
July 2023 


